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ASSOCIATION 
DESCENDANTS OF THE REFUGEES AND MIGRANTS FROM THE TERRITORY 

OF THE REPUBLIC OF NORTH MACEDONIA AND FRIENDS 
 

Str. "Knyaz Alexander I" № 16, Entr. B, app. 2, 1000 Sofia, Bulgaria 

OFFICE@POTOMCI.ORG          +359 878 651 865;  +359 888 811 153 

 

 

TO MR. ANTHONY BLINKEN 

US SECRETARY OF STATE 

 

TO MR. OLIVER VARHELYI 

EU NEIGHBOURHOOD AND ENLARGEMENT 

COMMISSIONER  

 

TO MRS. DUBRAVKA ŠUICA 

EU COMMISSIONER FOR DEMOCRACY AND 

DEMOGRAPHY 

 

A COPY TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA, THE PRESIDENT 

OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, THE PRIME 

MINISTER AND THE MASS MEDIA 

 

Subject: Prosecution in the Republic of North Macedonia of Ljubcho Georgievski, 

Chairman of the Bulgarian Cultural Club "Ivan Mihaylov", registered and subsequently banned by 

the authorities. 

 

DEAR MR. BLINKEN, 

DEAR MR. VARHELYI, 

DEAR MRS. ŠUICA 

 

In the last year, Ljubcho Georgievski, chairman of the officially registered and then banned 

Bulgarian Cultural Club "Ivan Mihaylov" in Bitola, was subjected to prosecution in the Republic 

of North Macedonia. For this purpose, a law was adopted in the country, which is the latest element 

in the local anti-Bulgarian legislation. It enters into force retroactively and stipulates that public 

organizations may only bear names approved by the government. Otherwise, the creation of new 

ones is not allowed, and existing ones have been banned. 
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On October 30, 2023, another court case against Ljubcho Georgievski began. He was 

accused of publicly publishing documents and quotes from Ivan Mihaylov (Mihailov) – the last 

head of the authentic IMRO (Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization, until 1913 

IMORO – Internal Macedonian-Adrianople Revolutionary Organization). This, according to the 

authorities in Skopje, represented "the dissemination of racist and xenophobic materials 

electronically and the use of hate speech." 

We would draw your attention to the fact that from the end of 1944 until today, trials have 

been held in the territory of North Macedonia with varying intensity against persons who have 

preserved and demonstrated their Bulgarian self-awareness. The last two years have seen an 

escalation of this vicious practice, inherited from totalitarian/communist Yugoslavia. Registered 

Bulgarian organizations are being banned, their members are subject to stigmatization in the 

media, and citizens are incited to carry out aggressive actions against them. Such government-

controlled vigilantism is a criminal act, but the perpetrators are not only not prosecuted, they are 

heroicised in public. Thus, the promotion of a certain type of hate crime directed against Bulgaria 

and Bulgarians continues to be part of state policy in North Macedonia. 

Nowadays, even in Russia and Belarus, there is no prosecution of persons who publish 

documents with historical content. The observed practice in North Macedonia is a modern 

manifestation of the totalitarian "Law on Macedonian National Honour", created in 1945, which 

instilled the official state doctrine in Skopje, created in Belgrade and Moscow and is external to 

the local population. Such behaviour is aimed at prohibiting the presentation of facts showing that 

in the geographical area of Macedonia during the Middle Ages, the Revival Period and more recent 

times there were Bulgarians. For example, according to the official statistics of the Ottoman 

Empire, which until 1912 ruled these territories, in some areas of today's North Macedonia the 

Bulgarians were in the majority, while at the same time not a single "ethnic Macedonian" was 

registered. However, the presence of the Bulgarians is being erased and this is inherently a 

genocide aimed at banning even the mention of a Bulgarian ethnic presence in the past and today. 

The chairman of the banned Bulgarian cultural club, Ljubcho Georgievski from Bitola, has 

been threatened with imprisonment for up to 5 years for feeling spiritually connected to the ideas 

of Ivan Mihaylov, the ideologist of the political programme for the independence of Macedonia 

with equal rights for all ethnic groups in it, believing that the Bulgarian one is the most numerous. 

From 1934 to the end of his life in 1990, Ivan Mihaylov lived in exile and never once used the 

words "fascism" or "National Socialism" in his huge documentary heritage. However, because of 

his freedom-loving ideas, he was accused by the Communists in the Balkans of being a “fascist”, 

and this accusation was used as a pretext to persecute his ideas and followers. Such a practice of 

persecution is identical to Russian President Putin's accusations against Ukraine of being “fascist”, 

and Russian aggression there is justified as a fight against “fascism”. Thus, Putin's "denazification" 

in Ukraine is identical to the "denazification" that the government is now conducting in North 

Macedonia! 

Among the rulers in Skopje, Ivan Mihaylov is the most denied leader of IMRO, because 

he was the only one of the leaders of the national liberation organization of the Macedonian 

Bulgarians, who had the historical chance to live and work in the period after the Second World 



3 

 

War. Because of this, he left the richest theoretical legacy exposing the Communist policy of 

creating the new Macedonian nation on an anti-Bulgarian basis. All of his works have been 

published in Western Europe and the United States, and in addition to Bulgarian, some have been 

published in English. If necessary, we are ready to provide copies of them. 

Ivan Mihaylov's main transgression before the authorities in Skopje is that he was the 

successor of the work of Gotse (Georgi) Delchev, Dame (Damyan) Gruev and Todor Aleksandrov 

– leaders of the historical IM(O)RO. After 1944, Ivan Mihaylov was the main defender of the 

suffering Bulgarians in Macedonia. Despite state propaganda, for a part of the population in North 

Macedonia, Ivan Mihaylov continues to be an undisputed authority, which is why: 

 the numbering of the congresses of the IMRO-DPMNE party (the authentic IMRO 

has never been a party) is a continuation of the congresses of IMRO during the 

period when its leader was Ivan Mihaylov; 

 in 1995 and 2001, one of his most important books "Macedonia - Switzerland in 

the Balkans" was published in Skopje. 

 Ministers from North Macedonia went on a pilgrimage to his grave in Rome; 

 His wax figure has a place of honour in the Museum of the Macedonian Struggle, 

established in 2011 in Skopje; 

Such actions are at least a formal request for continuity and attempts have even been made 

to portray Ivan Mihaylov as an "ethnic Macedonian". As early as the time of Yugoslavia, in 1957, 

his name was written as "Ivan Mihajlovski", i.e. in the way Bulgarian surnames were forcibly 

changed in Yugoslav Macedonia after 1945. 

In connection with the trial of the chairman of the Bulgarian Cultural Club, former Prime 

Minister of North Macedonia Ljubcho Georgievski (the coincidence with the names of the 

defendant in Bitola is accidental) stated that "the state, through its prosecutor, is involved 

irresponsibly, arrogantly and parodies the judiciary, only to prove an allegedly ideological 

affiliation of the man who is a symbol of the struggle for an independent Macedonia… 

Unfortunately, a process is currently underway in North Macedonia today, for which even Lazar 

Kolishevski himself (the former long-time Communist leader of Yugoslav Macedonia, and a 

confidant of Yugoslav dictator J. B. Tito) did not have the courage to pursue even in the darkest 

times and this is all a kind of veto that we impose on our own path to European integration." 

In order to demonstrate Ivan Mihaylov's democratic views, we present a letter signed by 

him on 26 June 1976 to US President Gerald Ford and the US President's response. A detailed 

report is attached to the letter, which reflects the findings of a number of prominent Americans 

and the media, according to which "the vast majority of the population of Macedonia is Bulgarian." 

Today, the work of these prominent Americans is also banned in North Macedonia and their 

writings have been falsified. We would like to emphasize that with this petition we are not denying 

the existence of a contemporary Macedonian identity among part of the population of the Republic 

of North Macedonia, but we insist that the human rights of those of its citizens who, despite 

constant repression, continue to preserve their Bulgarian identity, be protected. 
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Taking into account the facts presented here, we propose to study in detail the case of the 

violation of human rights of the chairman of the banned Bulgarian Cultural Club "Ivan Mihaylov" 

in Bitola, Ljubcho Georgievski. In order to prevent such cases in the future, we insist on assisting 

North Macedonia to break its dependence on Belgrade and to irreversibly break with the vicious 

practices inherited from the Yugoslav totalitarian era. Until this is achieved, we insist that any 

financial assistance to the anti-reformist government in Skopje be stopped. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

CO-CHAIRMAN CO-CHAIRMAN 

 
 

(Prof. Trendafil Mitev) (Assoc. Prof. Spas Tashev) 

  

SECRETARY: 

 
(Dimitar M. Dimitrov) 

 

Sofia, November 28, 2023 
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THE RESPONSE OF THE AMERICAN PRESIDENT GERALD FORD 

Published in. "Macedonian Tribune", Indianapolis, 1.07.1976. 

 

 

 


