***ANNOUNCEMENT***
FOR ALL CANDIDATES WHO WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE ILLINIOS SEAL OF BILITEARCY IN BULGARIAN LANGUAGE

Dear students and parents,

The Illinois State Board of Education has accepted Bulgarian language as a part of the program of the Seal of Biliteracy since the beginning of 2017. In this regard we are announcing the 3rd  test  of  Bulgarian language proficiency which will be held on April 28, 2018 at Bulgarian Language School “John Atanasoff” located at Oakton Community College, Des Plaines Campus – 1600 East Golf  Rd., Des Plaines, IL. Testing will start at 10:30am, /exam registration will begin at 9:45am/

NEW
1. The new update of this upcoming exam is that it can be taken from 5th and 8th grade students  but only  the students from Chicago Public Schools /CPS/. The successful candidates will receive Seal of Biliteracy Pathway Award. There are no other requirements or restrictions for the 5th and 8th drade CPS students.
 In order to   obtain Seal of Biliteracy Path way Award in Bulgarian language   proficiency   5th grade students should take level A1 test, for 8th grade - A2. The tests are administered by DEO /Department of Language Education / from Sofia University and are accepted and approved by the Illinois Board of Education ISBE.
More information about the Illinois Seal of Biliteracy Pathway Award you can find at: http://cps.edu/Pages/SealofBiliteracy/aspx
2. The TEST IS FREE  for all students in grades 5, 8 and 12 at Chicago Public Schools (CPS). The examination fee for these grades is entirely covered by OLCE, the Office of Language and Culture Education in CPS.
The requirements for High school senior students who express interest in   Seal of Biliteracy in Bulgarian are:
· To be registered by the date of the exam in a Chicago/Suburban Public high school in Illinois and to be a high school senior graduates in 2018.

· To have a proficiency level of English with a score of above 21 points on the ACT test and at least 540 points on the SAT test on the English Part and English Language Arts    (ELA).

· Considering the autonomy of every Illinois school district, candidates must obtain information about Seal of Biliteracy requirements/deadlines of their own school.
· Every prospective candidate taking the test must register at: bg.e-learning-deo.uni-sofia.bg and then fill out the registration form  (http://bg.e-learning-deo.uni-sofia.bg/mod/quiz/view.php?id=547), which is located on the right side of the main menu on the main page.
Exam Procedure:
The third exam for the recognition of  the Seal of Biliteracy in Bulgarian will be held on April 28, 2018 at the Bulgarian School “John Atanasoff” (at Oakton Community College) at 1600 East Golf Road, Des Plaines, IL 60016. The exam starts at 10:30am and is administered online by the Department of Language Learning at the Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski "(DEO - Sofia University).
DEO – Sofia University offers tests in the European Language Framework  levels A1, A2, B1, B2 - approved by the Illinois State Board of Education. The level that 12th grade candidates have to meet according to the requirements set by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) for the Bulgarian language is B1, as is the requirement for the other European languages ​​entering the program.

For the 5th grade students, the approved level is A1, and for the 8th grade students the approved level is A2.
The exam consists of two parts (oral exam and written exam), for which two separate grades are formed, which comprise the general assessment of the exam.
The oral exam is conducted   on Skype by a certified examiner located in Bulgaria in an online conversation with the candidate. The conversation is recorded and stored as a test document. The oral exam duration is about 15 minutes maximum for a candidate. 

The written test is conducted online via the Moodle based DEO   system. The exam includes test tasks that are automatically evaluated and written output that is evaluated by a certified examiner. The duration of the written exam is about 150 minutes.

VERY IMPORTANT:  It is imperative before each exam to make diagnostic tests for the relevant level (free!), Which are on the same site in the section "Testing the knowledge of Bulgarian as a foreign language" links:
http://bg.e-learning-deo.uni-sofia.bg/course/view.php?id=47   http://bg.e-learning-deo.uni-sofia.bg/course/view.php id = 48
In the same section, there are sample standardized tests that familiarize the candidate with the form of the exam.

Exam fee
The exam fee is $ 100.00 per candidate. The fee for issuing the certificate from the DEO - Sofia University and sending it to the US by courier service is 15 dollars. The certificate is issued in both English and Bulgarian. The total amount of $ 115.00 has to be transferred by   April  20th, 2018 to the bank account of the DEO - Sofia University as follows:

Beneficiary Bank and Address:

BULGARIAN NATIONAL BANK

CENTRAL BRANCH

1 AL. BATENBERG SQUARE, l000 SOFIA

BIC/SWIFT: BNBGBGSD

или

БЪЛГАРСКА НАРОДНА БАНКА

ЦЕНТРАЛЕН ОФИС

Пл. Ал.Батенберг 1000

София

Beneficiary Account Number:
IBAN: BG52BNBG 9661 3100 1743 01 batch DEO / must be written /
Exam in Bulgarian language on ........... / name of the applicant / Fees for Bulgarian examination for ... *** ...... .. (candidate's name or list of candidates' names)

The exam fee can also be converted into a leva ( Bulgarian currency equivalent)  by a local bank in Bulgaria or paid at the DEO in Sofia, 27, Kosta Lulchev Str.

The host organization may require applicants to pay an additional fee to cover the costs of proctors, classroom rentals, internet and other supplies. In Chicago, this extra fee is $ 35.00, payable to the organizers on the day of the exam. The pay method is by checks only.

On the day of the exam, the registered student should have 2 forms of  ID (School ID and Illinois ID) and appear  40 minutes before the announced starting time. It is recommended to use a personal computer or a laptop with installed Cyrillic alphabet, functioning microphone/headset and webcam.
For more information, please contact us by e-mail: bgseal.johnatanasoffschool@gmail.com or consulate.chicago@mfa.bg.
For your convenience, we provide the following chronological steps:

Until 15 April 2018:
Registration of candidates on the DEO website: http://bg.e-learning-deo.uni-sofia.bg/;
Fill in the registration form link: http://bg.e-learning-deo.uni-sofia.bg/mod/quiz/view.php?id=547;
The applicant's photo is attached to the registration form or sent to e-mail deo1@abv.bg;
Until 20 April 2018: Transfer test fee to DEO bank account;
April 28, 2018: Conduct the exam
For more information, please contact the coordinators:
Dr. Mardik Andonian, coordinator of the exam in Sofia - e-mail: deo1@abw.bg;
tel. 359 89 872 5652
Boyanka Ivanova, coordinator of the exam in Chicago - e-mail: bmi_me@yahoo.com;
Tel. 1 (773) 817 9917

Good luck to all candidates!

