April 30, 2004

The Most Blessed
Metropolitan HERMAN
Primat of
Orthodox Church in America

Yours Beatitude,

The reasons for this letter are the mounting problems with St.Ivan Rilski church in Chicago. The church is formed in 1996 and the building was bought in 1999.                                    Priest Valentin Notskov is currently priest-in-charge. His salary is $1,710. He lives in a 3 bed rooms apartment, property of the church. The church also pays all of his utility bills.

As of late his son in law, whose immigration situation is unclear, has been leading mass also. He was assigned to the church by Archbishop Kiril in March 11, 2000 (1 years after the church was bought) by means of a letter to the president of the board. However, the church board never voted or even knew of the upcoming hiring. The church board never asked for a second full time priest as the church had small income and high mortgage payments. This is in sharp violation with the church rules and also shows total disrespect for the church board. There is information that the new priest was hired so he can improve his case in front of the immigration authority.  We are trying to verify that with the parties involved. During February 2003, three years after the letter from Archbishop Kiril, priest Valentin and his son in law priest Bojidar called an emergency meeting of the board and asked for a $2,000 monthly salary for priest Bojidar. Intentionally not informed by the priests and missing from that meeting were the vice president, the secretary and 2 of the board members. After deliberations and aggressive insistence by the priests, with the president and cashier voting against, a compromise solution was reached. Give a temporary 1 year salary of $1,500 a month, with the conditions that priest Bojidar will help increase the church members by at least 100 and will help increase church revenues. 

Meanwhile, the finance committee audit established cases when both priests, father in law and son in law, are appropriating money from the services and religious events. These facts are reported to Archbishop Kiril also.

After that meeting the two priests began a methodical and very active campaign aimed at the removal of the president and cashier due to the fact that they were against the priests wishes. Against all principals of any church organization the priests began campaigning and manipulating certain board members, developed a family dominated notch and blatantly tried to take over the church board, the presidency and to take control over the church finances. 

To accomplish their desires they increased the board members without an election assembly. They send a letter to Archbishop Kiril with which they asked him to swear in 5 new board members in addition to the currently elected 7. None of this has been disclosed to the current board president since the main objective is his removal. Again against all written rules and regulations of the By Law, Archbishop Kiril blatantly approved this illegal request. What is even more shocking is that one of the new board members actually paid his first time ever membership dues after his nomination has been submitted to Archbishop Kiril, and the rest of them are members of the church for less than 1 year.

After one year has passed there was review of the conditions on which priest Bojidar received his $1,500 monthly salary. While looking at the meeting's minutes for the decisions taken about priest Bojidar's salary in February 2002, we shockingly discovered that it was a fake. Not only this is blasphemy, it is also a criminal act. So due to the fact that the conditions originally imposed were not met, the church financial situation was even worst than before (about $115,000 income and $114,000 expenses for the year 2003), and for blatant disregard of the church board, and the ignorance towards its members, his salary was stopped. And again against the church constitution and against the decision of the board Archbishop Kiril ordered that he continue as a full time employee. During that while time we have stressed to Archbishop Kiril that the financial situation of the church can not handle another full time priest but he basically choose to ignore us. We have sent to him more than 15 letters and he did not answer. That is why we are writing to you with the hope that you will respond and will help to restore the order in our church.

During the year 2003 practically there was not a single creative board meeting. The priests and their wives provoked the meetings. We were insulted and threatened with police. Priest Valentin aggressively prevented the auditing board of doing their audits. Using threats he was trying to prevent auditing board to do their job without his presence at the audits.

There were very serious problems caused by the two priests during the yearly annual meeting on March 13th 2004. Three weeks before the meeting the board president announced about the meeting and send personal invitations with agenda to the church members. The announcements placed in the church were declared by priest Valentin as illegal (there was no church seal, which is in priest possession) and was destroyed by his daughter, wife of priest Bojidar, and his granddaughters, daughters of priest Bojidar, in the presence of the parishioners without any shame.

A week before the meeting, without consulting with the president, vice president or the cashier  (we are not including the secretary who is priest Valentin’s nephew- his brother's son) the priests made up a list of the church members based on the current applications. Is it a priest business to compose a church member’s list? According to their list the church has 50 members, and they were invited with a special invitation-pass with the church seal. The reality is that 70 members have paid their membership dues and have submitted applications. The applications were kept in church office and the priests have free access to them. The priests boldly destroyed 20 of the applications. Since they can not destroy the receipts for paid membership dues, they tried to eliminate these 20 members, by saying that only an application can be a proof of membership. Among these 20 members are: auditing board member, legally elected on annual meeting in 2003, former vice president of church board in 2002, etc. All of them trying to follow the constitution and disagree with the priest's desire to take as much money from the church as they can, regardless of the needs of church parishioners. For your information, as of lack of money our altar is not completed, there is no air conditioning, church school does not have enough rooms, and there is no parking.  

By the way we send a list with church members to Archbishop Kiril for approval, as our “spiritual leaders” don’t wont to talk with us. No answer from Archbishop Kiril.

By using these unorthodox tactics, many long-term members were refused entrance to the annual meeting. According to church rules any parishioner is allowed to sit in on the meeting regardless of their right to vote.

On the base of their "application" tactics and  "50 members" list, the priests and their wives helped by two "bodyguards" were refusing to let church members into the assembly. We are sending videotape of 10 minutes and you can see the faces of these people. There isn’t even a hint of Christian purity in them. In their eyes you can see only hatred and desire to use physical force against the people. You can see the shameless display of unacceptably unholy behavior of our priests and their wives from the videotape. We insist to know what instruction were given from “spiritual leaders” to the "bodyguards" – to kill or what. 

 
Many of the parishioners are confused and are asking about the legitimacy of our church and our priests.

1. Church:

In church archive there is no application from the church board for acceptance in the Diocese. There are no decision documents for establishment and acceptance by the Diocesan Prelate, the Spiritual Council, and the Annual Conference. 

We do not pay any annual fees to the Diocese.

We will appreciate if you send us all the documents for acceptance in OCA for our archive.

2.Priests: 

There are documents from Bulgaria that show the priests have been disciplinary punished and even fired. They are not members of Bulgarian Orthodox Church.

They are not members of the Orthodox Church of America clergy.

Baptism and wedding certificates are written on copies of Bulgarian Holy Synod forms. Why?

To summarize:

The priests are conspiring and splitting the parishioners into camps; they completely disregard the Constitution and act against it on numerous occasions; they do not report to the cashier all money they are gating for services and religious events; blatantly try to discredit the president and the cashier; they systematically exceed their rights; do not let the parishioner participate in the church affairs and they are loosing any respect as you can very well see from the tape.

We demand that they are both fired and replaced with one new priest elected according to the church constitution.

Faithfully yours in Christ,

George Ivanov – Church Board President

