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Jlo IlspxoBHOTO HacTtosrencrro u npenanute Ha bearapckara IIpaBocinasHa L{bpkBa
”Csetu MBan Puiicku,” Yukaro, UnuHoiic, kbMm Beirapcekus [luones Ha [IpaBocnaBHaTa
spxBa B AMepuka:

Wmaiiky B IpeaBu/ MOCIEIHUTE HEPABUIHU PEIOPTAXKH OT OBJIrapckara MUaus Ha
TepUTOpUATa Ha UKkaro, cBbp3anu ¢ nbpkBata Ceetu MBaH Puiicku, KakTo U OT XKEJIAHUETO Ja
IIPEJCTaBs Ha WIEHOBETE Ha BalllaTa €HOPHsI C TOYHO ONMCAHUE HA BHIPOCHUTE CHOUTHS, THINA
BH, 3a Aa U3SCHS Imo3unmsaTa Ha beirapckus J{uones kpM [IpaBocnasHaTa LlspkBa B AMepHKa,
CBBbP3aHa ¢ BauIaTa eHopHuiicka OONIHOCT.

Ille 3anouna, KaTo IOTUEPTAs, Ue enapxusTa Hama Hamepenue /a "B3eme” CeetH MBan
Puncku xem [IpasocnaBuata [lspkea B Amepuka (OCA). Kakro Beue Tps6Ba 1a 3HaeTe,
nbpkeara Ceetn VBan Puicku e 6uia gact ot [IpaBocnasrara [{spkBa B Amepuka (OCA) ot
1996 r. Hacam, xoraTo eHOpusTa € OcHOBaHa KbM boiarapckus Juones ot Apxuenuckon Kupui,
OJ1a)XEHONOYMBINHS, IO MCKaHe Ha I-H ['eopru sanoB u ap. Brarapekus J{uones e Jluones Ha
IIpaBocimaBHarta IlbpkBa B AMeprKa, U CIieJOBATEIIHO BCHYKU HETOBH CHOPUHU ca KbM
IIpaBocnaBuara L[ppksa B AMeprka (OCA). »

Ilpennonara ce, ue "B3emaneto Ha CBetu MBan Punicku ksM IIpaBociaBuara nspksa B
Awmepuka (OCA)” HaucTHHa 03Ha4YaBa MPHHYKIAaBAHE HA EHOPHUATA a C€ OTKAXKE OT CBOSITA
OBIrapcka HASHTHYHOCT. TOBa He OTroBaps Ha ucTHHara. [IpaBociaBHara [[bpkBa B AMepHKa
M2 HIKOJIKO €HOPHH OT Pa3in4eH €THHUECKH Ipou3xo u Tpaauiiun. Enuckonute Ha OCA
TTICIaT Ha TE3H TPaJULIMY KaTo CKBIIOIIEHHU KaMbHH, YKpacsIBallld HallaTa ITbpKBa B AMepHKa.

bearapckus [luones HIMa HamMepeHue Ja paBi HUKaKbB BH IPOMEHH Ha Balllata
obmHoct. ToBa e npocto cpenry Hamata IIpasocnasua Cesata Tpaauuus. Hue He nckame HHUIIO
II0-MAaJIKO OT HENPEKBCHATHS PACTEX Ha BallaTa eHOpHs. BirkiaMe TO31 pacTeX € Bb3MOXKEH
CaMo ¢ JIBE Hella - yBa)keHUe KbM MHHAJOTO U ITorye] KbM Obaemero. Ilopanyu Tasu npuyuHa
HHE CME MHOTO 3arpH)KEeHHU 3a TOBa KaKBO c€ CIIydBa B HacTOSINETO ¢ IibpkBaTa CeTH MBan
Puncku. Bue B MOMeHTa cTe H3NIpaBeHH Ipel peania mpooieMu, KOUTO 3acTpalaBaT
0J1aroCHCTOSIHUETO U OB/IEIIETO Ha Ballara JIoOUMa eHOPHICKa OOUIHOCT.



['aBen cpes rOpecoMeHaTUTE MpodIeMH € ToJIOKeHHeTo cBbp3ano ¢ (Oren) Banentun
Houxos. Benpeku, ye Toit e cimyxwi B bpkBara Ceetu ViBan Puiicku B IpOIB/DKEHIE HA MHOTO
TOJIMHH, HCTUHATA €, 4e brarapckms duones koM OCA Hukora He € IMoIydu opunuansa
JOKyMeHTalwus 3a npexsbpisiHero Ha (Oren) Banentur ot bearapckara Ilarpuapims KpM
Brarapckus Jnones ua [IpasocnaBuara I{spkBa B Amepuka (OCA). Topa 03Ha4aBa, 4e OT
TJIEIHA TOUKA Ha IBPKOBHOTO KAHOHWYHO NPaBo, TOH Oellle CBEIEHUK Ha bhirapckara
[NaTpurapumvs pe3 BCHYKHUTE CH FOAWHY CIIy>)KeHHe TYK B IbpKBaTa Ceetu VBan Puicky.
HuxaxbB BeIpoc He Oeliie HallpaBeH o OTHOIIEHHE Ha cTaTyTa Ha (Oten) BaneHTus 10
cMbpTTa Ha Apxuenuckon Kupwn. Cien cMbprTa Ha Mutpononut Kupwn, curyanusara ce
IIPOMEHHU APACTUYHO.

ITpenu u3BecTHO Bpeme, brirapckus Juoiie3 mony4n Heodhunuanso u3sectue, de (Oren)
BanenTun e Omi1 JIMIIEH OT HErOBUS CBEIEHHYECKH caH oT LIppkBara Ha beiarapusd. Jlo To3u
MOMEHT, HU€ HUKOTa He CME BIDKJAJIA HUKAaKBa o(UIIHATHA JOKYMEHTAlMs, CBbp3aHa ¢ TOBa
pelieHne, HUTO IIBK HIKOTa cMe OMIi HHPOPMUpPAHH 32 IPUYUHUTE, TOpaJd KOUTO Ta3H
JpacTH4YHa CThIIKa € Oma HarpaseHa oT [larpuapmmsara. MEOroOpoitHE KOPECIOHAECHIIUH
(BKIIFOYMTENIHO MUCMa IEPBO 0T MuTpomoimt Xepman oT OCA, a T0-KbCHO B 0T MuTpomoaur
Vona), 1 miuen npaTeHyK H3mpaTeH ¢ mHeMo oT Murpomomut Howa 1o Bearapckus Curon,
JOBEJIE CaMO JIO HEraTUBHHU OTTOBOPH (M TE3U OTTOBOPH J0#I0Xa MECEIH IT0-KbCHO).

HezaBucumo ot Bcuyko TOBa, pakTta ocrasa, e (Oten) BasieHTHH TEXHUYECKH HUKOTa HE
€ OuJI cBeIleHUK Ha Hamus J{uones u Hue cMe MPHHYISHH Jia IpU3HaeM pelieHneTo Ha CBeTus
Cunopg Ha LlspkBara Ha Beiarapus v Beue He My IIO3BOJIIBaMeE Jia H3BHPIIBA CBEICHUIECKH
yenyru B ibpkBarta Ceetu VBaH Puiicks, miiu B KOSTO U J1a € Apyra eHopus. IIpocTo HAMa HHUIIO

KxoeTo brir aApPCKHud I[I/IOHe3 )% 8)051 HpaBocnaBHaTa IIBPKBAa B AMepI/IKa MOXC Jia HaIllpaBAT, 34 1a
IIPOMCHAT TOBA.

HMckam na moguepTast, ye IPH3HABAHETO Ha JeiicTBusTa Ha [latpuapnmmsTa He e
oTpakeHue Ha 4yBcTBaTa MU KbM (Oterr) BasienTiH. MHOTO ChM MY OJ1arofapeH 3a rOJMHHATE
My Ha BCEOTAAlHO CITyXKeHue 3a enapxuara. Toi e 61 "1o0Bp U BepeH CIyXuTen" Ha HAIIMSI
I'ocniog Uucyce Xpucroc u Herosata Cesra Ispxsa.

VBepsiBaM BH, Ue TOBa He ca Ipa3uu qyMH. [1o-paHo Ta3u rojquHa ce CpelrHax ¢
Enapxwiickus [lyxosen CobBer, 3a na 06¢haum curyanuaTa Ha (Oren) Banentun. Cren
KOHCYJITAllMH C CIapXUUCKHUS ChbBET, HUE HAIIPABUXME CIICTHUTE PEIICHHS:

* [IpenopruBame na 6b1e pazperero Ha (Oteir) Banentun u [Ipessetepa Enena na
peOUBaBaT B €HOPHUHICKHUS anapTaMeHT Ha 1bpksata Ceetu MBan Puncku, Yukaro, Mnunoiic,
TOJIKOBA JIBJIT0, KOJIKOTO € Heobxomaumo. Topa ciopazymenue, pasbupa ce, € IpeaMeT Ha
nperoBopu Mexay CemeiictBo HonxoB u enopusra Ceru MBan Puiicku u TpsibBa na ce
IIpepasriieskaa peIoBHO.



* (Oten) BanenTun € nasnayes 3a [leBen na nunppksata Cetu MBan Puncku u karo
TaKbB, KOraTo TOH IIee 3a Beska oT TpeGu yciyrure, Toi uMa npaBo Ha exHa Tpeta (1/3) ot
TpeOuTE KOUTO Ce MpeIaraT Ha peKTopa, B Clydall, 4e HHUIIO HE Ce Ipejijiara Ha Hero AUPeKTHO
3a Heropara JAeWHOCT. BesKakBu Apyry Bh3HATPaXIEHHUS 3a yeiayrure My Karo [lesen B
ITbpKBaTa TpsOBa Ja ObJaT ypeIeHH MeX Iy Hero U IIbPKOBHOTO HACTOSTENICTRO.

* Hakpasi, a3 TU9HO I11e ce MOrpuKu 3a ToBa, (Oter) BanenTHH 1a nonyyasBa CTUNCH ¥
ot $1,500.00 monapa Ha Mecel| 10 Kpast Ha )XHBOTA CH HJIH JOKATO a3 CbM ENuckon Ha TO3H
IHONES.

Hue noscauxme Ha (Oten) Banentrn u ceMeHCTBOTO My, Y€ TE3U TPH TOUKH Ca
3aBUCHMH OT TAXHOTO IBJIHO CHACHCTBHE C HOBUST PEKTOD, BALIETO HACTOATENICTBO M
pBKOBOJZIcTBOTO Ha [lnorie3za. Hue nckame na momoraem Ha (Oteir) BaneHTHH U CeMEHCTBOTO MY,
JIOKOJIKOTO TOBa € BE3MOXHO 3a Jluolie3a, HO MMa OrpaHUYEHHsI Ha HAIUETO ThPIIEHHUE C
HETIOMYMHEHHUE.

Twit xaro Jluonesa He ucka nbpkBata Ceetn MiBan Puicku na 0nxe 6e3 Jlutypruiitau
cityx0u, a3 ypenux eHopHusTa Aa 6bJie BpeMEHHO 00CIyKBaHa OT Pa3IUYHU CBEIICHHUIIH,
YeTHPUMa OT KOUTO ca OT HamwsT bearapcku Jlpoies, BKIFOYHTENHO B MeH KaTo Biaguka. Hue
cMe 1o0pe MOo3HATH Ha HACTOSITENICTBOTO Ha IbpkBaTa Ceetu VBan Puicku. OTHOBO 3asBsiBaM,
Ye TOBA € CaMO BPEMEHHO II0JI0XKEHHUE, T0KaTo JIHone3bT ce aHraXkupa ¢ ThPCEHE Ha HOB
CBEIIIEHHK 3a BaIlaTa CHOPHSI.

beme exceneTuBHO OT cTpaHa Ha J[poiesa na ThpcH OBJITapCKH CBELCHHK, KOHTO HE €
psKo cBBp3aH ¢ brirapckara Iarpuapmus. I'ocnoz e 61arocnoBri yCunusaTa HA U HHE
OTKpHMXMe eJUH OBITapcKy CBENICHUK, KOMTO B MOMeHTa ciryxH B IIpaBociaBuara L{bpkBa Ha
I'bprus. To3u cBemienuk e rotos na mouae B CAILL, 3a ma cayxu B Hamus benrapcku [uores.
Toii € ponen u uspacuan B bearapus. Toit roopu Obnrapcku. Toit uma TudHO pazdupaHe Ha
HCTOpHATA Ha OBIrapCKus HAPOM, U LeHU OBpIrapckuTe Tpaauinuu u ooudau. [lait boxe, pue na
3anioyHeTe padoTa ¢ HOBHS CH CBEIEHUK B OIH3KO ObAeLIe.

HaMI/IpaHeTO Ha IToaxXoJdn CBEIUCHUK Aa ITIOEME CBEIICHHYCCKUTE 3aAbJIKCHUA Ha
IIbpKBara Ceeru MBan Puicku e camo CIHUH OT HAYMHHUTEC, YpE3 KOUTO Iluouesa € NOJIIOMOI'HAJL
BapiaTa CHOPHUA IIPeE3 MOCICAHUTE TOAUHH. I[pyro BaXXHO CPEACTBO 3a IIOoJAIIoOMarane Ha BamaTa
CHOpUA Jorae qpe3 MarepuanHara IIOMOI Ha ITbpKBaTa Cs. WBan Puicku oT Ha4aJIoTO Ha
IOPUINYCCKUTE TPYAHOCTH B CHOPHATA NIPSAU HAKOJIKO I'OOWHH.

Kaxro e 106pe u3BeCTHO, [10 TOBA BpeMe rpylia B eHOPHATA, PhKOBOJIeHa OT ['eopru
HBanos, 3an04Ha NpoABIKUTENEH CheOeH uCK cpelny ubpkBara Ceetn MBan Puncku u
Juone3wt. Ha 20 romm 2012 1., chausTa o chAe0HOTO AEI0 Ce IPOU3Hacd B M0J3a Ha IbpKBaTa
Csern VBan Puncku u cpenry I'eopru FBaHOB ¥ OCTaHAIMTE HIIIIH.



Ha 25 mapt 2014 r. AnenatuBHUAT CBA Npepasiiesia TOBa PEIEHHE U eAHHOIYIITHO
HOTBBP/M PEIIEHHETO B 110132 Ha wbpkBara CBetu ViBan Puncku u cpemry r-H ViBaHOoB 1
OCTaHAJIHUTE HIIITH.

ITo Bpeme Ha Te3u chaebuu Aeia, beirapekus Juones Ha OCA nozanomara spKBata
Cgetu UBan Puncku upe3 oTmyckane Ha 3aeMH 32 €HOPHUATA, 33 ia JOIPHHECE 3a
duHaHCHpaBeTo Ha CBOMTE ChAeOHH pasHocku. EHopusaTa cera asvku Ha J{uonesa $83,673.44;

YCHIIMATA JIa Ce BHPHAT TE3U KPEAUTH €a JI0 TOJIsIMa CTENeH CHMBOIMYHH (0010 /10 cera ca
BepHaTH $900.00).

BKIIIOYMTENHO 3a6EMBT ¥ pa3xouTe, KOUTO JIMOIe3bT MOHACS 110 H3IpalllaHe Ha HaIlluTe
CBEILEHMITU Ja CIIy>KaT B HEJIENS IOKATO YaKaMe BaIllis HOB CBEIICHUK, bBIrapckus IUOLE3
nocera e uaBectupai Haj $89,000.00 B nppksara Cretu ViBan Puncku. Ta3u cyma He BKIIFOUBa
npoAbKaBamaTra Mmeceyna crunenaus ot $1,500.00 3a (Oren) BanenTus.

JuonessT € qapai oj HaeM Ifapy ¥ Ha JPYTH CHOPUH, HO HUTO €IUH OT T34 3aEMU HE €
HanxBepisut $20,000.00, i Te Beruky ca GMIM [UIATEHU B CPOK MITH Xipencpouno. OCBeH TOBA,
JIOKATO T€ ca MPaBUJIH TEXHUTE IUIAIAHMS 110 3aEMUTE, T3 CHOPHH CHIIO PEJOBHO Ca CU
IUIalIaa MECEYHUTE CH WICHCKH BHOCKH 3a J[norie3a. A3 pr3HaBaM U BH Oyiarogaps 3a
IUTAIIAHETO Ha BAIIKST WieHCKH BHOC 3a 2014 (B pasmep ma $1,250.00 3a rogunara), Ho ¢axT e,
Ye HAKOJIKO FOJTUHM M3MHUHAaxa IIPe3 KOUTO BUE He IUIalaxTe Bamara BHOCKA.

A3, 3aeHO ¢ wieHoBeTe Ha JlyXoBHHUS ChBET, 1 EmapxuiickoTo HaCTOSATENCTBO,
4yBCTBaMe, ue J{pouesa HHBECTUPA 3HAYUTETHO BPEME H PECYPCH 3a 3/IPaBEeTO U CTaOUIIHOCTTA
Ha rbpkBara Ceeru VBan Punicku. Bpeme e Barmara eHopuiicka 0OIMIHOCT J1a B3€MeE I03/IUTE B
CBOH pBIE U ¢ boxkusTa MOMOII J1a HapaBJIsiBa BallaTa eHopHs 3a B Opaeme. Hue e
HPOABIDKUM Jla IpeylaraMe HalllaTa JyxOoBHa U MOopalHa MOAKpPEa X HACOKH, KaKTO IIPaBUM C
BCcHuKH eHOpuu Ha Jluonesa. Obage ceramuus HaYMH Ha (UHAHCOBA OAKpENa 3a Ballara
CHOPHS € KBM CBOSI Kpay.

3a ma Moxe obpKBara Ceetu MBan Puncku Ja C¢€ IBUXXU HaAIlpEeA U na CC Bb3CTAHOBHU B
I[O6p0 AYXOBHO M MaTCpHalIHO 3JpaBe, TpSI6Ba Ja €€ B3€MaAT CJICAHUTE IbpBOHAYAIHU CTHIIKHA:

« PaspaGoTBare Ha maH, B MEcMeHa GopMa, KOMTO 06SCHSIBA KaK e HOAKPEIHTE HOBHS
cu cBeleHuK. To3u mial TpsOBa a BKIFOYBA Pa3XO/¥ CBbP3aHH C HETOBaTa 3aIllaTa, XIIHIIE 1
T.H., 1 IbTyBaHe 3a HEro0 U ceMercTBoTo My 1o CAIlL, 3a na moeme ciyXeHHETO CH B IIbPKBATA
Ceeru WBan Punicku. Mckam /la BUZst KONHE OT TO3H IUIaH He IIO-KBCHO OT 1 ¢eBpyapw, 2015.

* EHOpI/IHTa TpSI6Ba Ja 1iaima MECCHYHHUTE CH enapxm‘/iCKH niamanus, 1 Tpﬂ6Ba Ja
3alI0YHE U3BBPIIIBAHC HA PCAOBHH IIAIUIAHMS 110 3ac€Ma OT I[nouesa criopea A0rosopa 3a Kpeaur.

+ Jloxaro 9akamMe J1a IMPUCTUTHE HOBUAT B CBEIEHUK, OT TO3H MOMEHT HATaThK BCUUYKHU
pas3xozy, HarrpaBeHu ot Jluomesa mo u3npalnale Ha CBEIEHHUITH Ja CIIyKaTt B ibpkBara CBeTH



VBan Puncku, me 6b1aT 100aBeHU KbM cyMaTa, KOSATO €HOPHATa BH HU Nb/DKH. Bue e
IPOIBIDKUTE Jia IIaIiaTe XOHOpapy AUPEKTHO Ha CBEINCHUIMTE OT paioHa Ha HYukaro, KOuTo He
ca ot Jluortesa.

Hckam nia BE yBeps B MOSITAa IIPOABIDKUTETHA A PXUIIACTHPCKA OAKPENa, IPHKa U
MonuTBE. MosTa Hagexna e, ye iibpkBara Ceetu VBan Puiicku 1mie ce mpeBbpHE B CHMBOII Ha
Cserara IIpaBociaBua Bspa 3a roguau Hampen. Vickam a BHIS BalUTe felia X BHYLHU Ja
U3BBPIUBAT TPANUIIMUTE Ha IIPAIEANUTE CH, U Ja XKUBEAT CBOS JKUBOT, IBIOOKO BKOPEHEHH B
Cserara IIpaBociaBaa Bsipa, kosT0 € Hepas/enHa 4acT oT OBIrapckus HapoJ B MPOABIDKEHHUE Ha
BEKOBE. 3a []a ce MOCTUTHE TOBA ca HEOOXOAMMH JIBE Hela: Ha WhPBO MACTO € boxwusta
6narozaT; BTOPO € XKENaHWeTO U aHTaXKUPAHOCTTa Ha BAIIUTE I{bPKOBHM WICHOBE /14 CH CBBPIIAT
pabotata, He0OXOIMMa 32 IIOCTHUTAHETO HA Ta3H IIel.

Hexka I'ocnog bor na 6marocinosu 1sinara Bara qo6pa padora 3a Heropara Ceera

ITpasocnasna Lispkea. C HcKpeHa MONMTBA U YCHPAESH TPy, MHOTO HEllla Ca BE3MOXKHH 32
boxwunte Xopa.

C moboB B XpucrTa,

+ AJIEKCAHIBP
Enuckon #a Toneno u Brirapekus Juones
ITpaBocnaBHa LIspkBa B AMepuka
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To the Parish Council and Faithful of St. John of Rila Bulgarian Orthodox Church,
Chicago, IL, Bulgarian Diocese, Orthodox Church in America:

In light of recent incorrect reporting related to St. John of Rila Church in Chicago-area
Bulgarian media, and out of a desire to present the membership of your parish with an accurate
account of the events in question, I am writing to you to clarify the position of the OCA’s
Bulgarian Diocese concerning your parish community.

I shall begin by stressing that the Diocese has no intention of “taking” St. John of Rila to
the Orthodox Church in America (OCA). As you should already know, St. John of Rila has been
part of the OCA since 1996, when the parish was founded in the Bulgarian Diocese by
Archbishop Kyrill, of blessed memory, upon the request of Mr. George Ivanov and others. The
Bulgarian Diocese is a diocese of the Orthodox Church in America, and all its parishes are
therefore OCA parishes.

Presumably, "take St. John of Rila to the OCA" really means forcing the parish to give up
its Bulgarian identity. The Orthodox Church in America has parishes of several ethnic
backgrounds and traditions. The Bishops of the OCA view these traditions as precious jewels
adorning our church in America.

The Bulgarian Diocese has no desire to force any type of change onto your community.
This is simply against our Orthodox Holy Tradition. We want nothing less than the continued
growth of your parish. We see this growth as only possible with both a respect for your past and
an eye for the future. To this end we are very concerned about what is happening in the present at
St. John of Rila. You currently face a number of issues threatening the well-being and future of
your beloved parish community.

Chief among the above-mentioned issues is the situation related to (Father) Valentin
Notzkov. Although he has served at St. John of Rila for many years, the fact of the matter is that
the OCA Bulgarian Diocese has never received official documentation transferring (Father)
Valentin from the Patriarchate of Bulgaria to the OCA’s Bulgarian Diocese. This means that,
from the standpoint of Church canon law, he was a clergyman of the Bulgarian Patriarchate
throughout his years serving here at St. John of Rila. No issue was made concerning the status of



(Father) Valentin until the repose of Archbishop Kyrill. After Vladyka Kyrill’s repose, the
situation changed dramatically.

Some time ago, the Bulgarian Diocese received unofficial word that (Father) Valentin
had been stripped of his priesthood by the Church of Bulgaria. To this date, we have never seen
any official documentation concerning this act, nor have we ever been informed of the reasons
why this drastic step would be taken by the Patriarchate. Numerous correspondences (including
letters from first OCA Metropolitan Herman, and later Metropolitan Jonah), and a personal
envoy sent with a letter from Metropolitan Jonah to the Bulgarian Synod, met with only negative
responses (and those responses came months later).

The above notwithstanding, the fact remains that (Father) Valentin was technically never
a priest of our diocese and we are forced to recognize the decision of the Church of Bulgaria and
no longer allow him to conduct priestly services at St. John of Rila or any other parish. There is
simply nothing that the Bulgarian Diocese or the Orthodox Church in America can do to remedy
this.

I want to stress that the diocese’s recognition of the Patriarchate’s actions is not a
reflection of my feelings towards (Father) Valentin. I am very grateful to him for his years of
dedicated service to the Diocese. He has been a "good and faithful servant" of our Lord Jesus
Christ and His Holy Church.

I assure you that these are not empty words. Earlier this year I met with the Diocesan
Spiritual Council to discuss (Father) Valentin's situation. In consultation with the Diocesan
Board of Trustees we made the following resolutions:

- o We recommend that (Father) Valentin and Popadia Elena be allowed to reside in the
parish apartment at St. John of Rila, Chicago, IL as long as necessary. This arrangement
would, of course, be subject to negotiation between the Notzkovs and the St. John of Rila
parish, and should be reviewed on a regular basis.

e (Father) Valentin is appointed Psalti of St. John of Rila Church and, as such, when he
sings for any of the Treby services, he is entitled to one third (1/3) of the treby that are
offered to the rector, in the event that nothing is offered to him directly for his service.
Any other honoraria for his services as Psalti at the church are to be arranged between
him and the parish council.

e Finally, I will personally see to it that (Father) Valentin receive a stipend of $1,500.00 per
month for the duration of his life or of my service as bishop of this diocese.

We have made it clear to (Father) Valentin and his family that these three points are
contingent upon their full cooperation with the new rector, your parish council, and the diocesan
leadership. We want to help (Father) Valentin and his family as far as reasonably possible for the
diocese, but there are limits to our patience with non-compliance.



As the Diocese does not want St. John of Rila to be without liturgical services, I have
made arrangements for the parish to be served temporarily by various supply priests, four of
whom are from our Bulgarian Diocese including myself as the Bishop. We are well-known to
St. John of Rila parish council. Again I state that this is only a temporary situation, while the
Diocese engages in a search for a new priest for your parish.

It was expedient for the Diocese to search for a Bulgarian priest who is not directly
connected to the Patriarchate. The Lord has blessed our efforts and we have found a Bulgarian
priest who is currently serving in the Church of Greece. This priest is willing to come to the US
to serve in our Bulgarian Diocese. He was born and raised in Bulgaria. He speaks Bulgarian. He
has a personal understanding of the history of the Bulgarian people, and treasures Bulgarian

traditions and practices. God willing, you will begin work with your new priest in the near
future.

Finding a suitable priest to take over pastoral duties at St. John of Rila is only one of the
ways that the Diocese has aided your parish in recent years. Another important means of support
for your parish came through material assistance to St. John of Rila since the beginning of the
legal difficulties at the parish several years ago.

As is well known, at that time a faction in the parish lead by George Ivanov, initiated a
protracted legal action against St. John of Rila and the Diocese. On 20 July 2012 the judge in the
court case found in favor of St. John of Rila and against George Ivanov and the co-plaintiffs.

On 25 March 2014 the Appellate Court reviewed this decision and unanimously affirmed
the decision in favor of St. John of Rila Church and against Mr. Ivanov and the co-plaintiffs.

Throughout these legal proceedings, the OCA Bulgarian Diocese assisted St. John of Rila
through loans to the parish to help cover its legal costs. The parish now owes the Diocese

$83,673.44; its efforts to pay back these loans has been largely symbolic (a total of $900.00 to-
date).

Including both the loan and the costs that the Diocese is incurring sending our clergy to
serve on Sundays while waiting for your new priest, the Bulgarian Diocese has so far invested
over $89,000.00 into St. John of Rila. This amount does not include the ongoing $1,500.00
monthly stipend to (Father) Valentin.

The diocese has loaned other parishes money, but none of those loans has exceeded
$20,000.00, and they have all been paid on or ahead of schedule. Moreover, while making their
loan payments these parishes have also faithfully paid their monthly assessments to the diocese. I
acknowledge and thank you for making your 2014 assessment payment (totaling $1,250.00 for
the year), but the fact is that it had been several years since your last assessment payment.

I, together with the members of the Spiritual Counsel, and the Diocesan Trustees, feel
that the diocese has invested significant amounts of time and resources into the health and
stability of St. John of Rila Church. It is time for your parish community to take the reins and,
with God's help, guide your community into the future. We will continue to offer our spiritual



and moral support and guidance, as we do with all parishes of the diocese. However, our current
course of financial support for your parish is coming to an end.

In order for St. John of Rila to move forward and restore good spiritual and material

health, you must take the following initial steps:

Develop a plan, in writing, explaining how you will support your new priest. This plan
must include expenses related to his salary, housing, etc., and he and his family’s travel
to the United States to take up his assignment at Saint John of Rila. I want to see a copy
of this plan no later than February 1, 2015.

The parish must keep up with its monthly diocesan assessment payments, and must begin
making regular loan payments to the diocese as per the loan agreement.

While we wait for your new priest to arrive, from this point forward any expenses
incurred by the diocese to send priests to serve at St. John of Rila will be added to the
amount that the parish owes us. You will continue to directly pay stipends to Chicago-
area priests who are not from the diocese.

I want to assure you of my continued archpastoral support, concern and prayers. My hope

is that St. John of Rila Church will become a beacon of the Holy Orthodox Faith for years to
come. I want to see your children and grandchildren carry on in the traditions of their forebears
and live out their lives deeply rooted in the Holy Orthodox Faith that has been an integral part of
the Bulgarian people for centuries. To achieve this two things are needed: first and foremost, is
the grace of God; second is the willingness and commitment of your parish membership to do the
work necessary to achieve this end.

May the Lord God bless all of your good work for his Holy Orthodox Church. With

heartfelt prayer and diligent work, great things are possible for God’s People.

With love in Christ,

+ALEXANDER

Bishop of Toledo and the Bulgarian Diocese
Orthodox Church in America



