Information

regarding the allegations on the usage of nuclear fuel produced from recycled instead of natural uranium.

The Kozloduy NPP is a holder of operation license for units 5 and 6 issued by the Nuclear Regulatory Agency in accordance with the Bulgarian nuclear legislation. Pursuant to the license conditions, the Kolzoduy NPP is obliged to use nuclear fuel only in such a type and quantity as described in the license. The license describes in detail the structural peculiarities of the fuel and the catalogue numbers of the separate types of assemblies. All changes in the type of fuel used are possible only after issuing of a permit by the NRA.

The initial licenses for operation have been issued for fuel type TVSM and until the end of 11th fuel campaign for unit 5 and 9th fuel campaign for unit 6 the operation has been carried out with this type of fuel. Following the submitted applications for use of a new type of fuel – TVSA, the NRA issued the relevant permits for step-by-step transition to the new type of fuel. As of 15th fuel campaign of unit 5 (started in July 2008) and 14th fuel campaign of unit 6 (to be started in October 2008) the two units will be fully loaded with the new fuel type TVSA.

In the process of issuing of the abovementioned permits, the NRA has reviewed and assessed the attached to the permit application technical documentation. There the causes for the proposed substitution of type of fuel are substantiated and an assessment of the impact of the proposed change upon the operation safety of the units has been performed. The implemented by the NRA review of the application and the attached to it documentation as well as the carried out assessment of the conditions enumerated therewith, ascertained that all necessary documents have been submitted and that the correspondence with the requirements of the Bulgarian nuclear legislation has been confirmed.

In accordance with the Bulgarian nuclear legislation, the NRA has issued also the relevant permit for import and transportation of each specific shipment of fresh nuclear fuel.

Jointly with the applications for issuing the abovementioned permits for change of the type of fuel, for import and for transportation, the applicant has submitted the relevant technical specification of the fuel type TVSA as well as technical documentation from the manufacturer. These documents do not present any data on the use of recycled uranium in the manufacturing of the fuel. 

With relation to the allegations made publicly with regard to the possible use of recycled uranium in the fuel type TVSA, on 21 July 2008 the NRA made an official request for clarification to the supplier of the fuel – the Russian corporation TVEL. The official reply was received on 25 July 2008 and states that natural uranium is used in the course of manufacturing of the fuel type TVSA for units 5 and 6 of the Kozloduy NPP. Regardless of this definite reply and with view of the high level of public interest, the NRA put forward a request to the IAEA for assistance for carrying out the relevant independent control measurements. The IAEA submitted a list of certified laboratories, which can carry out the relevant measurements. At the present moment the NRA is in a process of negotiations with two of these laboratories and is specifying the technical and financial conditions for carrying out the independent measurements.
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